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church is not attempted ; only " certain aspects " of that history are 
brought under review. Some of these " aspects " are of interest to 
Christians in general, and some are of almost exclusive interest to mem- 
bers of the Church of England, since they raise questions over which 
churchmen themselves are sharply divided. The addresses which treat 
of the characteristic excellencies of the Christian life in primitive times 
in contrast with " the huge encircling masses of non-Christian social 
life," of the persecution and martyrdom to which the saints were sub- 
jected under " mob fury " and under governmental sanction, of the early 
apologists and the defects and special merits of their apologies, will 
commend themselves to the Christian public as fresh and learned dis- 
sertations on matters unfolded more or less fully in general histories 
of the Christian church. But the first and second addresses and part 
of the third, which discuss the external and visible church, the apos- 
tolate, the episcopate, the rank and functions of the laity, the sacra- 
mental principles involved in baptism, confirmation, and the eucharist, 
will elicit criticism from churchmen not members of Dr. Bright's school 
or party scarcely less emphatic than from Nonconformists themselves. 
Until such leaders as Lightfoot, Hatch, Moberly, Hort, Bright, and 
others can give less conflicting accounts of the inception of the insti- 
tutions of their " church by law established," and of the historic 
grounds on which these institutions rest and are to be vindicated, some 
doubt of their divine origin will still linger in non-Episcopal minds. 
In the meantime, every candid and thoughtful study of the early 
records, like that now under review, will help to bring " some aspect of 
primitive church life" into greater clearness, and thus contribute to the 
final discovery of the exact truth. The day when Christians will see 
eye to eye concerning the organization and government of the church, 
its officers and their functions, its ordinances and their meaning and 
uses, may be far distant, but every fresh study of the original docu- 
ments will help to hasten that day. Eri B. Hulbert. 

The University of Chicago. 



Enthusiasmus tjnd Bussgewalt beim griechischen Monchttjm. 
Eine Studie zu Symeon dem neuen Theologen. Von Lie. 
Dr. Karl Holl, Privatdozent in Berlin. Leipzig: J. C. 
Hinrichs'sche Buchhandlung. Pp. vi + 332. M. 10. 

This is a book to be cordially welcomed by scholars. Ever since 
Ritschl published his Entstehung der altkatholischen Kirche there has 
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been no cessation of interest in the study of the problem there pro- 
pounded, namely : How did the Catholic church develop out of primi- 
tive Christianity ? An important part of the investigation has been to 
trace the process by which regularly appointed officers came to replace 
the recipients of "spiritual gifts," as leaders of the church, for this 
better than almost anything else illustrates the far-reaching character 
of the change which came over Christianity during the latter half of the 
second century. Bonwetsch contributed much to the proper under- 
standing of this change in his Geschichte des Montanismus. The 
recovery of the Didache directed especial attention to the role played 
by the "prophets" in the early church, which was already winning 
fuller recognition with our advancing knowledge of the value of Her- 
nias' testimony. Fresh light has recently been shed upon the subject 
by one of the Oxyrhyncus papyri, whose significance was overlooked 
by the editors, Messrs. Grenfell and Hunt, but which has been brought 
into notice by Professor Harnack in the Sitzungsberichte of the Berlin 
Academy (1898, No. xxxvi). This evidence goes to prove that the 
" prophets " were the most important "order" of the Christian church 
in the latter part of the second century. 

It has long been -known that the bishops finally assumed the teach- 
ing function at first exercised by the prophets, and that along with 
their enlarged duties there went a corresponding enlargement of the 
dogmatic conception of the episcopate. By virtue of their office the 
bishops came to be regarded as channels of divine revelation, or, more 
exactly, divinely authorized interpreters of the revelation already 
received. But this seemed to cut off the possibility of those special 
revelations which had been so common in the apostolic age. The 
divine Spirit could no longer be thought of as working directly upon 
the Christian believer. This was a great deal to surrender, it is true, 
but it was part of the price which Christianity paid for that organiza- 
tion without which it could not so well have maintained its existence 
in the empire or conquered the world. 

One question, however, remained to be asked, and that was whether 
the free spirit of prophecy surrendered without a protest ; whether its 
vitality was not, after all, too great to be thus extinguished. It has 
usually been thought enough to say that ecstatic prophecy did make 
its protest in the person of Montanus, but that, when this movement 
was suppressed, the phenomenon finally disappeared from the Catholic 
church. This question has, however, been recently approached from 
a different point of view by Professor A. V. G. Allen, in his book on 
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Christian Institutions. In advocating his interesting theory that the 
principal Protestant churches reproduced types of thought which 
characterized the great monastic orders of the Middle Ages, he bases 
his argument upon the hypothesis that the monks were themselves in 
a sense the successors of the early Christian prophets. This idea, 
which Professor Allen treated incidentally, has now been brought into 
prominence by a German scholar, Dr. Karl Holl, of Berlin, in the book 
before us, Enthusiasmus und Bussgewalt beim griechischen Monchtum, 
The problems treated in this book were suggested to the author's 
mind in the course of his study of the Sacra Parallela of John of 
Damascus (Texte und Untersuchungen, Vol. XVI, Pt. i). In his latest 
work the text is furnished by an epistle of Symeon, known as "the 
new theologian," which treats of the power of absolution, and of 
where it resides. This document has usually, but wrongly, been 
attributed to John of Damascus. Symeon was a Paphlagonian by 
birth, a resident at the court of Constantinople in the latter part of the 
tenth century, when the Byzantine empire was at the height of its 
splendor. But he grew weary of court life, and, at an early age, sought 
a more congenial home in a monastery. Here it soon became apparent 
that the young monk was possessed of the "apostolic gift of the 
Spirit," and that he received direct revelations from heaven. Never 
did he officiate at the eucharist, so he tells us, without beholding the 
Holy Ghost descend before his eyes upon the consecrated elements. 
The consciousness of being favored with direct communion with 
Christ took full possession of Symeon's mind, and became the ruling 
force of his life and thought. By this charismatic gift he tested all 
things. It supplied him with the criterion for all his theological and 
ecclesiastical judgments. It underlies the whole argument of his 
Epistola de Confessione, in which he attempts to answer affirmatively 
the question whether monks who are laymen may pronounce absolu- 
tion. Symeon himself was not only a monk, but also a priest, yet he 
argues that the power to bind and to loose depends, not upon ordina- 
tion, but upon personal character. Monks may rightfully exercise the 
" power of the keys," because this necessarily follows, in his view, from 
the possession of a spiritual gift. To have that gift is itself evidence 
of personal worth, and no priestly ordination can add anything to the 
qualification already present. Only persons thus divinely endowed 
are worthy to absolve others from sin. But it seemed to Symeon that 
neither bishops nor priests were so well qualified to receive revelations 
from heaven as were the holy monks, who stood apart from the world, 
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and were (or should be) engrossed in the contemplation of divine 
things. 

It will be seen that Dr. Holl has used Symeon's letter as the start- 
ing-point from which to treat a much larger subject. He has found 
that ecstasy, or enthusiasm, was not uncommon in the eastern church 
of the tenth century. He accordingly proceeds to discuss its influ- 
ence upon penitential discipline, especially when this religious indi- 
vidualism came into conflict with the regular ecclesiastical machinery. 
He shows that mystic rapture did not rule uninterruptedly in the East, 
but that the importance which it gained in the time of Symeon was 
sufficient to produce a new outburst of vigorous life in the fourteenth 
century, in the Hesychastse. Their theology was in the main merely 
"a recapitulation of Symeon's thought." And the controversy which 
they aroused in the eastern church was, in fact, a renewal, under differ- 
ent conditions, of the old strife over the authority of prophetic reve- 
lation, as against the established church order. 

The book before us has, then, a threefold value. In the first place, 
it adds to our knowledge of a comparatively neglected field of patristic 
literature, by restoring to its rightful author and critically editing a 
valuable document. In the second place, it makes a solid contribution 
to the history of monasticism. Lastly, and, in the opinion of the 
author, most important of all, it shows how the spirit of prophecy sur- 
vived all the paralyzing tendencies of ecclesiastical organization, and 
repeatedly asserted its independent divine authority. To quote : 

" Der Gegensatz zwischen Amt und Geist ist nicht verschwunden, 
als sich die festen Formen einer Verfassung in der Kirche herausbil- 
deten. Das Monchtum hat ihn neu belebt, und die Kirche hat ihn 
verewigt, indem sie das Monchtum anerkannte." 

It is to be hoped that Dr. Holl will carry out his design of editing 
the Life of Symeon (written by Niketas Stethatos), which he regards as 
worthy to compare with the famous Vita Antonii. 

J. WlNTHROP PLATNER. 

Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

The Church of the West in the Middle Ages. By H. B. 
Workman, M.A. London: Charles H. Kelley, 1898. Pp. 
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This little volume comes in the series of " Books for Bible Stu- 
dents." It is popular and attractive in style, and at the same time as 



